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Paul Mindell has been my 
�F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�����I�U�L�H�Q�G�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�À�G�D�Q�W��
for the past 36 years. We met 
�D�V���\�R�X�Q�J���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���D�W���1�R�U�W�K�À�H�O�G��
Mount Hermon School in 
western Massachusetts. 

From the beginning, we shared 
a zeal for discovering how as 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H��
students by showing them how to 
learn and, more importantly, how 
to think creatively.

Paul taught primarily painting, 
drawing, and sculpture at NMH, 
all with the enthusiasm of a man 
on a mission.  I was always, and 
still am, impressed with the 
energy and ambition he 
brought to guiding the arts in 
education  at our school from 
a position on the periphery to 
a place of far greater visibility 
and importance within the grand 
scope of the school community.

He developed the sculpture 
program, for example, from a 
�V�L�Q�J�O�H�����Á�H�G�J�O�L�Q�J���$�U�W���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��
course into several sections of 
sought-after study.  Eventually he 

initiated an ongoing campus 
program of sculptural exhibitions 
that featured his students’ three-
dimensional portraiture busts.

That same enthusiasm and 
initiative has only grown stronger 
over the years, as evidenced by 
the impact he has had on the 
Bergen Community College 
community, and with his current 
initiative in developing the 
CleverWebbyKids.com web site. 

Paul’s capacity to motivate and 
mobilize creativity encourages 
students to expect and produce 
their best, and will soon, with the 
pre-schoolers, open their eyes to 
the wonder of creative learning 
through technology.

Even now, I look forward to 
Paul’s visits to my home in 
Cambridge, and to our lively 
discussions about what and who 
we are and do, and what drives 
�H�D�F�K���R�I���X�V���W�R���N�H�H�S���À�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�\�V��
to productively connect with the 
people in our lives.
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